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THE HUMANITIES

The Humanities are sometimes de�ned as a set
of disciplines: the study of history, literature, and
philosophy. But they also include other kinds of
explorations into the legal, religious, and folk
traditions (both past and present), for example,
that de�ne human experience. They can also
include critical approaches to the arts, science,
technology, or politics, and the search for meaning
in any human endeavor.

Reading and writing, storytelling, research, and
many forms of public dialogue and conversation
are the tools of the humanities. They can be used
to assist         individuals and groups who are seeking
their own answers to complex and di�cult
questions:  about the nature of community and
what it means to be a free and responsible
human being; about the importance of tradition
or the meaning of the past; about how to de�ne
what is most valuable and preserve it in the face
of rapid economic and social change.

The humanities                   are not static; they are
continually    being enriched by new works, new
discoveries, and new ideas.

Above all, the humanities are accessible: they
belong to every person, regardless of educational
or cultural background. They can also be sources
of great enjoyment and excitement, connecting
us with great books, ancient wisdom, fresh
insights, and the achievements of many cultures.

THE GRANT PROGRAM

History and Goals

The  VFH Grant Program responds directly to the
interests and concerns of local communities in
Virginia  , and to the needs of the educational
organizations that serve them.

Since 1974, the VFH has awarded more than
2,500 individual grants, supporting tens of
thousands of separate activities, and serving

audiences in every city and county in Virginia.
Grants provide �nancial support for exhibits,

public forums and discussions, media programs
(�lm, video, radio, and digital media), publications,
research, teachers’ institutes and seminars, oral
history projects, lectures and conferences, and
other kinds of programs that draw on the
resources of the humanities, address important
issues, and enrich the cultural life of the state.

The Goals of the VFH Grant Program are:

To encourage the development of high-quality
educational programs in the humanities
To support accessible programs that reach the
broadest possible audience in Virginia
To  support the work of humanities
institutions—museums, libraries, historical
societies, colleges and universities—as well as
other non-pro�t organizations working within
the humanities
To explore the stories that de�ne Virginia and
its people, and to address the issues that are
most important to communities in Virginia.

Priorities of the Grant Program

The grant programs o�ered by the VFH are open
to proposals     on a wide range of subjects. Six key
areas of priority have been established by the
VFH for its work in Virginia, and these are also
subjects of particular interest for the Grant
Program.  They include:

Books, Reading, and Literacy
Rights and Responsibilities
Media and Culture 
Violence and Survival
Science, Technology, and Society
Virginia   History

Other areas of long-term interest and
commitment for the VFH and its grant programs
include:

Teacher education         programs (especially those
related to Virginia’s Standards of Learning)
African   American history and culture
Native American history and culture
The history  and culture of other minority
communities in Virginia
Virginia’s      folklife and traditional cultures
The future of rural Virginia
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HAVE FUNDS FOR THIS PROJECT BEEN SOUGHT ELSEWHERE? No   Yes
(If yes, explain in project description.)

NAMES AND POSITIONS OF THOSE INVOLVED IN PLANNING THE PROGRAM.
(Include name, addre     ss, telephone number       , and academic                 discipline or professional               �eld for each person listed.)

CONSULTANTS, RESOURCE PERSONNEL, AND SPEAKERS WHO WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM.
(Include name, addre     ss,  telephone number               and academic                  discipline or professional                    �eld for each person listed.)
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